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Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Publishing  House  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Barbee  &  Smith,  Agents. 
1896. 


General  Conference  Officers,  Boards,  Committees. 


College  of  Bishops. 


John  Christian  Keener, 
Alpheus  Waters  Wilson, 
John  Cowper  Granbery, 
Robert  Kennon  Hargrove, 
William  Wallace  Duncan, 


Charles  Betts  Galloway, 
Eugene  Russell  Hendrix, 
Joseph  Staunton  Key, 
Atticus  Greene  Haygood, 
Oscar  Penn  Fitzgerald. 


Board  of  Trustees. 

W.  M.  Finney,  D.D.,  President,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

E.  W.  Cole,  Vice  President,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

D.  C.  Scales,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

W.  M.  Finney,  J.  J.  Tigert,  R.  K.  Brown,  Anson  West, 
E.  W.  Cole,  Samuel  Cupples,  J.  L.  Parkes,  D.  C  Scales. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  is  located  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  object  of  this  corpo- 
ration is  to  hold  in  trust  for  the  Church  donations,  bequests, 
devises,  and  grants  of  personal  or  real  property  given  or  left 
by  testament  for  the  Church's  benefit.  It  is  chartered  by  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  endowed  with  the  usual  rights  and 
powers  of  such  a  corporation. 

For  proper  forms  for  Legacies  and  Deeds  of  Gift,  see  the 
Discipline  of  1894,  Tft433  and  434. 


Book  Committee. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Morgan,  Chairman,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
J.  D.  Hamilton,  Secretary,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

W.  H.  Morgan,  J.  D.  Hamilton,  R.  A.  Young,  T.  D.  Fite, 
Collins  Denny,  J.  M.  Binkley,  Paul  Whitehead,  R.  W. 
Millsaps,  J.  A.  Odell,  J.  M.  Mason,  W.  P.  Lovejoy,  W.  C. 
Kendrick,  S.  M.  Kennard. 
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Board  of  Missions. 

E.  W.  Cole,  President,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
P.  H.  Whisner,  D.D.,  Vice  President,  Staunton,  Va. 
H.  C.  Morrison,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
W.  R.  Lambuth,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
T.  B.  Holt,  Treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Bishops  John  C.  Keener,  Alpheus  W.  Wilson,  John  C. 
Granbery,  Robert  K.  Hargrove,  Wallace  W.  Duncan, 
Charles  B.  Galloway,  Eugene  R.  Hendrix,  Joseph  S.  Key, 
Atticus  G.  Haygood,  Oscar  P.  Fitzgerald;  J.  O.  Branch, 
J.  W.  Hill,  R.  M.  Mahon,  J.  H.  Pritchett,  Horace  Bishop, 
James  Atkins,  F.  D.  Swindell,  W.  B.  Palmore,  J.  D.  Ham- 
ilton, J.  H.  Riggin,  H.  P.  Walker,  J.  T.  Smith,  J.  A.  Ander- 
son, Thomas  D.  Fite,  A.  J.  Lamar,  W.  D.  Kirkland,  E.  E. 
Hoss,  C.  G.  Andrews,  T.  S.  Weaver,  T.  P.  Weakley,  W.  A. 
Candler,  C.  W.  Carter,  R.  K.  Brown,  R.  N.  Sledd,  H.  C. 
Christian. 


Sunday  School  Board. 

B.  M.  Washburn,  Robert  Magruder,  J.  R.  Pepper,  J.  O. 
Willson,  and  J.  H.  Kirkland.  The  Sunday  School  Editor  is 
ex  officio  Chairman. 


Board  of  Church  Extension. 

Presley  Meguiar,  President,  Louisville,  Ky. 
R.  B.  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Vice  President,  Louisville,  Ky. 
David  Morton,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Louisville, 
Ky. 

John  Ouerbacker,  Treasurer,  Louisville,  Ky. 

W.  T.  Harris,  F.  B.  Carroll,  C.  I.  Vandeventer,  John 
L.  Wheat,  H.  M.  Neely,  Beverly  W.  Bond,  S.  M.  Hosmer, 
John  W.  Paulett,  George  M.  Rogers,  John  W.  Lewis,  T. 
L.  Jefferson,  W.  F.  Cook,  Presley  H.  Tapp. 

All  the  bishops  and  the  senior  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  are  Managers,  ex  officio. 


4 


The  Tear  Book. 


Epwortti  League  Board  of  Control. 

Bishop  R.  K.  Hargrove,  President,  Nashville,  Term. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Harrison,  First  Vice  President,  San  Antonio, 
Tex. 

J.  W.  Newman,  D.D.,  Second  Vice  President,  Talladega,  Ala. 
Prof.  W.  R.  Webb,  Third  Vice  President,  Bellbuckle,  Tenn. 
J.  U.  Rust,  Treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
S.  A.  Steel,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

John  B.  Rader,  A.  E.  Whitaker,  J.  F.  Browinski,  W.  B. 
Thomas,  J.  D.  Crooks,  J.  A.  Clifton,  J.  E.  Wray,  W.  W. 
Pinson. 

Executive  Committee. — R.  K.  Hargrove,  J.  E.  Harrison,  W. 
R.  Webb,  J.  U.  Rust,  S.  A.  Steel. 


Board  of  Education. 

Bishop  C.  B.  Galloway,  D.D.,  President,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Bishop  E.  R.  Hendrix,  D.D.,  Vice  President,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

Chancellor  J.  H.  Kirkland,  LL.D.,  Recording  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

R.  J.  Bigham,  D.D.,  Secretary,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

R.  J.  Bigham,  Bishop  C.  B.  Galloway,  Bishop  E.  R.  Hen- 
drix, W.  A.  Candler,  J.  D.  Hammond,  J.  H.  McLean,  J.  H. 
Kirkland,  R.  E.  Crockett,  J.  H.  Carlisle,  W.  B.  Hill,  A. 
Coke  Smith,  B.  N.  Duke,  E.  W.  Cole,  T.  H.  B.  Anderson,  J. 
S.  Kennedy. 


Historical. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1784  by  the  "Christmas  Confer- 
ence," under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Thomas  Coke.  It 
was  divided  under  the  "  Plan  of  Separation  "  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference  of  1844,  which  Plan,  notwith- 
standing the  subsequent  disputes  about  it,  was  support- 
ed by  so  nearly  the  whole  Conference  that  only  from 
thirteen  to  eighteen  votes  were  cast  against  any  of  its 
provisions. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  organ- 
ized by  a  convention  of  delegates  from  fifteen  Annual 
Conferences — the  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Holston,  Ten- 
nessee, North  Carolina,  Memphis,  Arkansas,  Virginia, 
Mississippi,  Texas,  Alabama,  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  and  Indian  Mission — which  met  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  in  May,  1845.  This  convention  was  presided 
over  by  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew.  The  convention 
adopted  the  quadrennial  period  for  the  holding  of  our 
General  Conference,  and  appointed  the  first  General 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  May, 
1846.  Bishop  Soule,  the  senior  bishop  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  at  that  time,  appeared  at  our  first 
General  Conference,  formally  declared  his  adhesion  to 
our  organization,  and  became  our  senior  bishop.  At 
this  Conference  William  Capers,  of  the  South  Carolina 
Conference,  and  Robert  Paine,  of  the  Tennessee  Con- 
ference, were  elected  to  the  episcopacy. 

The  roll  of  our  bishops  from  our  first  General  Con- 
ference to  the  present  time  runs  as  follows  : 
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The  oldest  bishop,  by  date  of  election,  is  the  "  Senior 
Bishop."  By  virtue  of  custom  he  is  Chairman  of  all 
meetings  of  the  bishops  for  the  transaction  of  episco- 
pal business,  and  to  him  is  accorded  the  right  to  preside 
at  the  first  meeting  and  superintend  the  organization  of 
a  General  Conference.  In  the  presidency  of  a  General 
Conference  the  bishops  succeed  each  other  in  rotation 
from  day  to  day  in  the  order  of  their  seniority  in  office, 
though  the  presidency  of  a  bishop  is  not  indispensable 
to  the  proceedings  of  a  General  Conference.  In  the 
absence  of  the  bishops  the  Conference  may  choose  a 
Chairman  from  among  its  members.  Our  bishops  have 
no  diocesan  limitations,  but  each  is  a  bishop  of  the  en- 
tire Church ;  but  they  meet  annually  the  first  week  in 
May  and  assign  to  each  an  "  Episcopal  District "  and 
the  oversight  of  the  Annual  Conferences  therein  for 
the  succeeding  twelve  months. 

Excepting  when  interrupted  by  the  Civil  War,  our 
General  Conference  has  met  quadrennially  since  1846. 
Its  sessions  have  been  held  as  follows  :  First  session  in 
Petersburg,  Va.,  1846;  second  session  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  1850;  third  session  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  1854; 
fourth  session  in  Nashville,  Term.,  1858;  Fifth  session 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  1866;  sixth  session  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  1870;  seventh  session  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  1874; 
eighth  session  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  1878;  ninth  session  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  1882  ;  tenth  session  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  1886;  eleventh  session  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1890; 
twelfth  session  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  1894.  The 
thirteenth  session  will  be  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in 
1898,  if  the  place  of  meeting  be  not  changed  by  the 
bishops,  as  it  can  be.  It  also  lies  within  their  powers 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  General  Conference  at  any 
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time,  and  a  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences  may- 
do  the  same ;  but  no  extra  session  of  the  General 
Conference  has  ever  been  called.  Should  such  a  meet- 
ing be  called,  it  will  be  composed  of  the  members  of 
the  last  preceding  General  Conference,  unless  the  An- 
nual Conferences  choose  to  elect  new  delegates. 

From  1846  to  1866  only  ministers  who  had  attained 
to  elder's  orders  were  eligible  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  only  elders  and  deacons  in  the  ministry  could 
participate  in  the  proceedings  of  an  Annual  Conference. 
The  General  Conference  of  1866  submitted  to  the  An- 
nual Conferences  a  resolution  for  the  introduction  of 
lay  representation  into  both  the  General  and  the  An- 
nual Conferences.  This  resolution  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences approved,  making  it  a  law  of  the  Church. 
This  law  became  effective  in  1870,  and  since  then  the 
laity,  in  equal  number  with  the  clergy,  have  sat  in  our 
General  Conferences,  and  four  from  each  presiding 
elder's  district  in  our  Annual  Conferences.  Lay  dele- 
gates to  the  Annual  Conference  are  elected  by  the 
District  Conferences  ;  to  the  General  Conference  by 
the  lay  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences.  Laymen 
so  chosen  must  be  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  have 
been  members  of  the  Church  for  six  years  next  pre- 
ceding their  election. 

Clergy  and  laity  sit  as  one  body  in  our  Confer- 
ences, but  in  the  Annual  Conference  the  laity  have 
no  vote  on  the  "  character "  of  a  clerical  member,  and 
in  the  General  Conference  their  vote  may  be  taken 
separately  from  that  of  the  clergy  at  the  request  of  a 
fifth  of  its  members  ;  though  no  measure  can  be  passed 
without  the  concurrence  of  both  classes  of  representa- 
tives. 
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The  General  Conference  is  our  only  lawmaking 
body.  Its  legislative  powers  are  limited  by  the  con- 
stitution contained  in  the  six  Restrictive  Rules  of  the 
Discipline.  These  Rules  cannot  be  set  aside  or 
changed  but  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  all  the  members 
of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  present  and  voting, 
and  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  succeeding  General  Con- 
ference. The  General  Conference  is  a  judicial  as  well 
as  a  legislative  body.  It  reviews  all  the  records  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  and  hears  and  determines  ques- 
tions of  appeal  from  their  acts. 

The  Annual  Conferences  do  not  exercise  legislative 
functions.  Their  powers  are  ministerial  and  executive  ; 
indeed,  they  are  but  convenient  divisions  of  the  terri- 
tory and  membership  of  the  Church  for  the  easier  and 
more  effective  administration  of  the  authority  and  laws 
of  the  General  Conference,  the  whole  polity  of  the 
Church  contemplating  our  ecclesiastical  organization  as 
a  unit. 

Sixteen  Annual  Conferences  were  represented  in  our 
first  General  Conference  in  1846,  the  fifteen  represent- 
ed in  the  Louisville  Convention  and  the  East  Texas 
Conference,  organized  in  1845.  By  the  growth  of 
Church  and  Conference  membership,  the  extension  of 
our  boundaries,  and  the  planting  of  missions  abroad, 
the  number  of  our  Annual  Conferences  has  increased 
till  we  now  have  forty-seven,  with  a  membership,  cler- 
ical and  lay,  according  to  our  last  General  Minutes,  as 
follows : 
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Conference. 


Alabama  

Arkansas  

Baltimore  

Brazil  Mission  

Central  Mexico  Mission  

China  Mission  

Columbia  

Denver  

East  Columbia  

East  Texas  

Florida    

German  Mission  

Holston  

Illinois  

Indian  Mission  

Japan  Mission  

Kentucky  

Little  Rock  

Los  Angeles  

Louisiana  

Louisville  

Memphis  

Mexican  Border  Mission.  .  . . 

Mississippi  

Missouri  

Montana  

New  Mexico  

North  Alabama  

North  Carolina  

North  Georgia  

North  Mississippi  

North  Texas  

Northwest  Mexican  Mission 

Northwest  Texas  

Pacific  

South  Carolina  

SouthGeorgia  

Southwest  Missouri  

St.  Louis  

Tennessee  

Texas  

Virginia  

West  Texas  

Western  

Western  North  Carolina  

Western  Virginia  

White  River  

Total  
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17 
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219 

272 

53,015 

66 

79 

7,94° 
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27 

18 

532 

133 

107 

28,334 

132 

168 

3o,364 
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140 
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27,999 
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251 
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413 

57,736 
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420 

91,569 
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42,959 
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99 

96 
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63 
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1  TTT 

192 

194 

64,492 

107 

J5° 

22,195 

93 

158 

24,215 

5,858 

6,724 

1,387,828 

Total  preachers  and  members,  1,400,410. 
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At  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  our  Church 
in  1846  we  had  : 

Traveling  preachers   I>5i9 

Local  preachers   2,833 

White  members   327,284 

Colored  members   124,961 

Indian  members   2,972 

Total   459,569 

In  i860  we  had  : 

Traveling  preachers   2,784 

Local  preachers  ,   5,353 

White  members   537, 136 

Colored  members   207,776 

Indian  members   4,160 

Total   757,209 

The  result  of  the  Civil  War  upon  our  membership 

is  told  in  the  table  for  1 866,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

Traveling  preachers   2,488 

Local  preachers   3,829 

White  members   425,404 

Colored  members   48,742 

Indian  members   701 

Total.    481,164 

In  the  interim  of  these  years  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  battles  had  been  fought  on  a  question  of 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  these  tables  show  in  part  the  cost  to  us  of  the 
mighty  struggle.  Our  loss  of  property  has  not  been 
estimated,  nor  have  we  symbols  to  express  or  methods 
to  compute  the  loss  of  the  enthusiasm  of  our  youth  who 
perished  in  the  Civil  War.  The  General  Conference 
of  1866  practically  reorganized  our  Church,  which  be- 
gan anew  her  career  under  largely  new  conditions,  and 
the  growth  of  her  membership  from  481,164  at  that 
date  to  more  than  1,400,000  at  the  present  indicates  in 
part  the  success  of  her  labors. 
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Missions. 

The  first  missionary  society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  was  organized  in  New  York  City  in  1819 
by  Joshua  Soule,  then  Senior  Book  Agent  of  the 
Church,  Nathan  Bangs,  and  others.  This  Society  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1820.  It  had 
for  its  object  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  our  own 
country.  The  first  foreign  missionary  of  the  Church, 
the  Rev.  Mellville  B.  Cox,  of  the  Virginia  Conference 
(though  he  was  a  native  of  Maine,  and  spent  the  first 
years  of  his  ministry  in  New  England),  went  out  to  Li- 
beria in  1832.  This  African  Mission  and  an  attempt 
to  plant  the  Church  in  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres  were 
the  only  foreign  missionary  enterprises  of  the  Church 
up  to  the  time  of  its  separation  in  1844.  The  Louis- 
ville Convention  of  1845  adopted  a  temporary  plan  for 
the  supervision  of  the  missionary  interests  of  the  Church 
until  a  delegated  General  Conference  should  order  other- 
wise. 

The  General  Conference  of  1846  organized  a  gen- 
eral missionary  society  under  the  control  of  a  board  of 
managers  domiciled  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Each  Annual 
Conference  was  required  to  organize  a  Conference  Mis- 
sionary Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Parent  Board. 

In  1866  the  General  Conference  created  two  Boards 
— one  called  the  Foreign  Board  and  the  other  the  Do- 
mestic Board,  the  first  having  charge  of  the  foreign 
missions  and  the  missions  to  the  Indians ;  the  other 
having  charge  of  all  our  domestic  missions.  The  Foreign 
Board  was  located  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  the  Domestic 
Board  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

In  1870  the  General  Conference  discontinued  the 
Foreign  Board,  and  placed  all  the  foreign  missions,  and 
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all  others  not  provided  for  by  the  Annual  Conferences, 
under  the  care  and  control  of  one  Board.  This  Board 
was  located  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  has  had  entire  con- 
trol of  all  our  foreign  missionary  operations  up  to  the 
present  time.  Each  Annual  Conference  has  a  Confer- 
ence Board  of  Missions,  having  absolute  control  of  all 
the  missions  under  its  care  and  the  money  raised  for 
their  support. 

The  General  Board  consists  of  a  President,  a  Vice 
President,  two  Secretaries,  and  twenty-five  Managers, 
elected  quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference.  The 
bishops  are  ex  officio  members  of  the  Board.  The 
present  officers  and  managers  of  the  General  Board 
are  as  follows : 

Officers.— Qo\.  E.  W.  Cole,  President ;  Rev.  P.  H. 
Whisner,  Vice  President ;  Rev.  H.  C.  Morrison,  Rev. 
W.  R.  Lambuth,  Secretaries ;  Thomas  B.  Holt,  Treas- 
urer. 

Alanagers. — Bishops  John  C.  Keener,  Alpheus  W. 
Wilson,  John  C.  Granbery,  Robert  K.  Hargrove, 
Wallace  W.  Duncan,  Charles  B.  Galloway,  Eugene  R. 
Hendrix,  Joseph  S.  Key,  Atticus  G.  Haygood,  Oscar 
P.  Fitzgerald  ;  Rev.  J.  O.  Branch,  South  Georgia  Con- 
ference ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Hill,  North  Texas  Conference ; 
Rev,  R.  M.  Mahon,  Memphis  Conference  ;  Rev.  J.  H. 
Pritchett,  Missouri  Conference ;  Rev.  Horace  Bishop, 
Northwest  Texas  Conference ;  Rev.  James  Atkins, 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference ;  Rev.  F.  D. 
Swindell,  North  Carolina  Conference ;  Rev.  W.  B. 
Palmore,  Southwest  Missouri  Conference ;  J.  D.  Ham- 
ilton, Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Riggin,  Little 
Rock  Conference ;  Rev.  H.  P.  Walker,  Kentucky 
Conference ;  Rev.  J.  T.  Smith,  East  Texas  Confer- 
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ence ;  Rev.  J.  A.  Anderson^  Arkansas  Conference ; 
Thomas  D.  Fite,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  A.  J.  Lamar, 
Alabama  Conference ;  Rev.  W.  D.  Kirkland,  South 
Carolina  Conference  ;  Rev.  E.  E.  Hoss,  Holston  Con- 
ference ;  Rev.  C.  G.  Andrews,  Mississippi  Conference ; 
T.  S.  Weaver,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  T.  P.  Weakley,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. ;  Rev.  W.  A.  Candler,  North  Georgia 
Conference ;  Rev.  C.  W.  Carter,  Louisiana  Confer- 
ence ;  Rev.  R.  K.  Brown,  Tennessee  Conference ; 
Rev.  R.  N.  Sledd,  Virginia  Conference ;  Rev.  H.  C. 
Christian,  Pacific  Conference. 

Foreign  Missions. 

CHINA  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Commenced  in  1848.  Organized  as  a  Conference  in  1886. 

The  China  Mission  was  founded  in  1848  by  author- 
ity of  the  General  Conference  of  1846.  The  first  mis- 
sionary sent  to  that  field  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Taylor, 
of  the  South  Carolina  Conference.  Rev.  Benjamin 
Jenkins,  also  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  was 
sent  out  as  the  colleague  of  Dr.  Tavlor.  The  first  sta- 
tion occupied  was  Shanghai,  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
China.  In  1852  Rev.  W.  G.  E.  Cunnyngham,  of  the 
Holston  Conference,  was  sent  out;  and  in  1854  Rev. 
D.  C.  Kelley,  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  ;  Rev.  J. 
W.  Lambuth,  of  the  Mississippi  Conference  ;  and  Rev. 
James  L.  Belton,  of  the  Alabama  Conference,  were 
sent  to  China.  In  1859  Rev.  Young  J.  Allen,  of  the 
Georgia  Conference,  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Wood,  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  sailed  from  New  York  for 
Shanghai. 
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The  Civil  War  cut  off  the  supplies  from  home,  and 
Allen  and  Lambuth  were  left  to  provide  for  themselves 
and  families.  They  obtained  employment,  and  were 
able  to  remain  in  the  field.  After  Allen  and  Wood 
were  sent  out  sixteen  years  elapsed  before  another  mis- 
sionary was  appointed  to  China.  In  1875  Rev.  A. 
P.  Parker,  of  the  Missouri  Conference,  was  appointed 
to  that  field.  Since  then  the  China  Mission  has  been 
greatly  enlarged,  and  blessed  with  a  good  degree  of 
success.  In  1880  C.  F.  Reid  joined  the  China  Mis- 
sion; 1881,  G.  R.  Loehr;  1883,  D.  L.  Anderson,  W. 
H.  Park;  1885,  W.  B.  Bonnell ;  1887,  W.  B.  Burke; 
1888,  M.  B.  Hill,  J.  L.  Hendry;  1889,  H.  L.  Gray; 
1890,  B.  D.  Lucas,  T.  A.  Hearn ;  1893,  R.  A.  Parker; 
1895,  J-  B-  Fearn,  E.  Pilley,  O.  E.  Goddard ;  1896,  W. 
B.  Nance.    Total,  24. 

The  China  Mission  was  organized  as  a  Conference 
in  1886,  and  is  now  in  regular  working  condition  as  a 
Conference,  with  twenty-six  members,  thirteen  foreign 
and  thirteen  native.  At  the  session  of  the  Conference 
for  1894  there  were  eight  lay  members  present,  mak- 
ing a  total  membership  of  thirty-four. 

The  statistical  report  of  the  Conference  shows  a 
Church  membership  of  493  natives  and  24  foreigners. 
During  the  year  107  adults  and  18  infants  were  bap- 
tized. The  register  shows  for  1894  5°3  probationers 
or  candidates  for  Church  membership. 

This  Mission  Conference  possesses  exceptionally 
good  educational  and  benevolent  institutions  :  the 
Anglo-Chinese  College,  Buffi  ngton  College,  Soochow 
Hospital,  West  Nanzing  Dispensary,  Sunday  School 
Board,  and  general  school  work.  The  China  mission- 
aries have  labored  faithfully  and  wisely  in  laying  the 
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foundations  of  the  Church  in  that  vast  and  benighted 
empire.  They  are  now  hopeful  that  the  sowing  of  a 
half  century  is  about  to  yield  a  rich  harvest. 

JAPAN  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 
Commenced  in  1886.  Organized  as  a  Conference  in  1892. 

The  Board  of  Missions  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
1885  resolved  to  establish  a  mission  in  Japan,  and  ap- 
propriated $3,000  to  begin  the  work.  Dr.  J.  W.  Lam- 
buth,  then  in  China,  was  requested  to  visit  Japan,  which 
he  did,  and  reported  favorably.  Bishop  McTyeire,  who 
had  charge  of  the  China  Mission,  transferred  Dr.  J.  W. 
Lambuth  and  his  son,  W.  R.  Lambuth,  M.D.,  and  O. 
A.  Dukes,  M.D.,  to  Japan.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
Japan  Mission  was  held  in  Kobe"  September  17,  1886. 
In  1887  the  mission  reported  six  foreign  members,  one 
Chinese,  and  one  Japanese.  In  1892  the  mission  was 
organized  into  a  Mission  Conference.  In  1894  there 
were  ten  foreign  missionaries,  and  three  native  help- 
ers, making  thirteen  members  of  the  Conference,  also 
nine  on  trial.  During  the  year  there  had  been  105  bap- 
tisms, 70  adults  and  35  children.  There  were  18  local 
preachers  in  the  several  circuits  and  stations,  and  532 
Church  members.  The  Japan  Mission  promises  to  be 
a  fruitful  field  of  labor.  Bishop  Galloway  says  :  "Ja- 
pan is  white  to  the  harvest."  The  reports  to  the  Board 
at  home  from  the  Japan  Conference  show  that  it  is  well 
organized  and  doing  efficient  work.  There  are  five 
lady  missionaries  in  Japan  under  the  care  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  :  Mrs.  M.  I.  Lambuth,  Miss  A.  D.  Bryan, 
Miss  Ida  M.  Worth,  Miss  Nannie  B.  Gaines,  and  Miss 
Emily  H.  James. 
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BRAZIL  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Commenced  in  1874.   Organized  as  a  Conference  in  1886. 

Rev.  Junius  E.  Newman,  for  some  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Alabama  Conference,  settled  in  Brazil  just 
after  the  Civil  War  in  the  United  States,  and  preached, 
as  he  had  opportunity,  to  the  English-speaking  people 
of  Sao  Paulo,  where  he  organized  a  small  society.  In 
1875  he  was  recognized  by  the  Board  of  Missions  as  a 
missionary  of  our  Church  in  that  country,  and  J.  J. 
Ransom,  of  the  Tennessee  Conference,  was  sent  to 
join  him.  After  spending  some  time  with  Mr.  New- 
man in  Santa  Barbara,  he  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
where  in  1877  he  began  missionary  operations. 

The  Brazil  Mission  Conference  has  1 1  members, 
according  to  the  Minutes  of  1894,  and  3  probation- 
ers. There  were  during  the  last  year  (1894)  280  bap- 
tisms, 187  adults  and  94  infants.  In  the  several  cir- 
cuits and  stations  there  are  9  local  preachers  and  1,098 
Church  members.  This  Mission  Conference  is  doing 
a  good  work,  especially  in  its  educational  institutions. 
The  missionaries  are  intelligent  and  zealous.  The  mis- 
sion is  prosperous. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Commenced  in  187  3.  Organized  as  a  Conference  in  1886. 

In  1873  Bishop  Keener  visited  the  City  of  Mexico, 
and  was  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of  occupy- 
ing it  immediately  as  a  mission  field  that  he  purchased 
property  for  a  place  of  worship,  and  in  June  of  that 
year  sent  Alejo  Hernandez,  a  converted  Mexican,  to  oc- 
cupy the  station.  He  preached  only  a  few  months 
when  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  from  which  he 
never  recovered.  He  died  at  Corpus  Christi  Septem- 
ber 27,  1875 
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In  December,  1873,  Rev.  Joel  T  Daves  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  mission.  Hernandez,  though  para- 
lyzed, was  able  to  render  Daves  valuable  assistance  1111 
til  a  short  time  before  his  death.  He  was  ordained  an 
elder  by  Bishop  Keener  in  1874.  Two  other  converted 
Mexicans  were  employed  to  assist  Mr.  Daves  in  mission 
work.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1775  Mr.  Daves 
retired  from  the  mission,  leaving  a  membership  of  83. 

In  February,  1878,  Rev  W.  M.  Patterson,  of  the 
Memphis  Conference,  was  appointed  Superintendent, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  extended  the  work  into  the  States  adjacent  to  the 
City  of  Mexico,  and  organized  a  most  efficient  system 
of  evangelistic  operations.  Property  for  churches  was 
purchased,  and  a  printing  press  was  set  up,  a  paper  es- 
tablished, and  much  valuable  work  done.  At  the  close 
of  the  first  year  Dr.  Patterson  reported  268  members 
and  12  native  preachers.  The  ninth  session  of  this 
Conference  was  held  in  Toluca,  Mexico,  October  25—29, 
1894.  There  are  now  4  foreign  missionaries  belonging 
to  the  Conference  and  37  native  preachers,  with  a 
Church  membership  of  3,169,  and  33  local  preachers. 
There  were  during  the  year  1894  4S0  baptisms,  262 
adults  and  218  infants. 

MEXICAN  BORDER  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Commenced  in  1874.  Organized  as  a  Conference  in  1885. 

This  work  was  connected  with  the  West  Texas 
Conference  until  1885,  when  it  was  organized  into  a 
Mission  Conference.  Alejo  Hernandez  was  appointed 
to  the  Mexican  Mission  at  Larado,  Webb  County, 
Tex.,  in  1 87 1.  He  was  at  the  time  a  member  on  pro- 
bation of  the  West  Texas  Conference.  In  1872  he 
was  sent  to  Corpus  Christi,  and  from  there,  after  a  few 
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weeks,  he  was  sent  to  the  City  of  Mexico.  See  ac- 
count of  the  Central  Mexico  Mission  Conference,  p.  17. 

NORTHWEST  MEXICAN  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Organized  in  1890. 

The  General  Conference  of  1890  authorized  the 
Mexican  Border  Mission  Conference  to  divide,  and  in 
October  following,  the  Northwest  Mexican  Mission 
Conference  was  set  apart,  and  was  regularly  organized 
at  its  first  session,  held  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  November, 
1 89 1.  There  are  now  3  foreign  missionaries  and  14 
native  preachers. 

Statistics. — Missionaries,  2  ;  missionaries'  wives,  2  ; 
native  preachers,  14  ;  members,  821  ;  Epworth  Leagues, 
2  ;  Epworth  League  members,  65  ;  Sunday  schools,  21  ; 
scholars,  632;  churches,  10;  sittings,  2,000;  rented 
chapels,  1 1  ;  parsonages,  5  ;  value  of  churches,  $21,200  ; 
school  for  boys,  1  ;  pupils,  40  ;  school  for  girls,  1  ;  pupils, 
35  ;  total  value  of  mission  property,  $35,873  ;  collec- 
tions for  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  $919.83. 

INDIAN  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

Organized  in  1844. 

The  territory  of  this  Conference  lies  west  of  Ar- 
kansas, between  Kansas  and  Texas,  and  is  bounded  on 
the  west  by  Texas  and  Mexico.  It  is  a  fertile  and 
beautiful  country,  containing  about  69,000  square  miles, 
and  has  a  population  of  over  80,000.  The  Creeks, 
Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Cherokees  were  removed 
from  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  this  territory  at  differ- 
ent periods  of  time  between  1833  and  1840.  Metho- 
dist Missions  were  established  in  the  Indian  Territory 
soon  after  the  removal  of  the  first  tribes  from  the  East, 
and  have  been  continued  down  to  this  day.    The  In- 
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dian  Mission  Conference  was  organized  in  1844  by 
Bishop  Morris,  adhered  South  in  1845. 

Statistics. — Districts,  9;  stations  and  circuits,  141; 
presiding-  elders,  9 ;  preachers  in  regular  work,  95 ; 
preachers  as  supplies,  51  ;  total  filling  appointments, 
155;  local  preachers,  250;  white  members,  12,503;  In- 
dian members,  4,714;  total,  17,467;  increase,  4,205; 
infants  baptized,  865  ;  adults  baptized,  1,593  ;  Epworth 
Leagues,  9  ;  Epworth  League  members,  296  ;  Sunday 
schools,  237  ;  teachers,  1,312;  scholars,  10,091  ;  collec- 
tions for  superannuated  preachers,  etc.,  $488.61  ;  for 
Foreign  Missions,  $1,965.59;  for  Domestic  Missions, 
$1,607.51;  for  Church  Extension,  $486.40;  for  Bible 
Society,  $5.20;  for  presiding  elders,  $2,263.73;  for 
preachers  in  charge,  $2,992.90;  for  Bishops'  Fund, 
$249.60;  number  of  church  edifices,  190  ;  value,  $107,- 
508.50;  charges,  127;  value  of  parsonages,  $30,278; 
district  parsonages,  2  ;  value,  $2,200  ;  schools,  4  ;  pupils, 
502  ;  value  of  property,  $64,000. 

Domestic  Missions. 

Each  Annual  Conference  has  control  of  all  the  do- 
mestic missions  within  its  bounds.  The  limits  assigned 
to  this  little  manual  will  not  permit  even  a  partial  no- 
tice of  this  department  of  Church  work.  Full  informa- 
tion may  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Missions  for  1895. 

Our  Western  Work. 

Tins  division  includes  nine  Conferences  to  which 
the  General  Board  of  Missions  appropriates  more  or 
less  money  annually  :  Columbia,  East  Columbia,  Pa- 
cific, Los  Angeles,  Denver,  Montana,  Western,  West 
Texas,  and  New  Mexico. 
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The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Organized  in  1878. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  organized  in  May, 
1878,  under  a  constitution  provided  by  the  General 
Conference  held  that  year  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Its  business  affairs  and  the  general  management  of  the 
work  were  placed  under  the  control  of  a  "  General  Ex- 
ecutive Association;"  but  in  1882  the  constitution  was 
revised,  the  objects  and  methods  of  the  organization 
more  clearly  defined,  and  the  name  "  General  Execu- 
tive Association  "  changed  to  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions." Subsequently  the  word  "  Foreign "  was  in- 
serted in  the  constitution  and  charter,  so  that  the 
name  now  reads  "  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions." This  Board  consists  of  a  President,  Vice 
President,  two  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recording 
Secretary,  and  six  Managers,  to  be  elected  quadrenni- 
ally by  the  Woman's  Board  at  the  annual  meeting  next 
succeeding  the  session  of  the  General  Conference. 
( For  further  information  on  the  subject,  see  the  "  Dis- 
cipline," and  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions.) 

The  officers  and  managers  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  for  the  present  quadrennium  are  as 
follows : 

Officers. — Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes,  Honorary  President ; 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman,  President;  Miss  Maria  L. 
Gibson,  Vice  President ;  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock,  For- 
eign Secretary ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart,  Secretary  of 
Home  Affairs  ;  Mrs.  T.  B.  Hargrove,  Recording  Sec- 
retary ;  Mrs.  H.  N.  McTyeire,  Treasurer. 

Mci7zagers. — Mrs.  W.  G.  E.  Cunnyngham,  Mrs.  J. 
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D.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  I.  G.  John,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Dowdell, 
Mrs.  Adam  Hendrix,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Higginbotham. 

The  Society  supports  at  present  38  missionaries,  in- 
cluding 1  medical;  109  teachers  and  helpers,  12  board- 
ing schools,  40  day  schools,  1  hospital,  1 1  Bible  women  ; 
women  and  children  under  instruction,  4,372.  There 
are  four  mission  fields  under  the  care  of  the  Woman's 
Board  :  China,  Mexico,  Brazil,  and  the  Indian  Mission. 
The  Board  appropriated  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  for 
1895-96,  $83,225  to  support  the  work  in  the  four  mis- 
sion fields. 

LITERATURE. 

The  organ  of  the  Woman's  Society  is  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Advocate,  edited  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  and 
published  by  the  Book  Agents,  Barbee  &  Smith.  Sub- 
scription price,  50  cents  a  year.  It  is  a  neat  quarto 
monthly  of  32  pages,  well  printed  and  beautifully 
bound.  Mrs.  Butler  has  good  taste,  versatility,  and 
tact.  Her  editorial  work  has  given  great  satisfaction 
to  the  Society.  The  circulation  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate  is  at  present  13,000.  It  contains  a 
variety  of  interesting  information  concerning  mission 
work  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Little  Worker  is  a  juvenile  publication  adapted 
to  children  and  youth.  It  is  now  in  its  fourth  year,  a 
great  favorite  with  the  little  folks.  Edited  by  Miss 
Annie  M.  Barnes. 

Missionajy  Leaflets  in  great  numbers  are  printed 
and  distributed  annually.  Mrs.  Bishop  Wilson  edits 
this  useful  department  of  missionary  literature. 

An  annual  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Society 
is  published  in  a  large  pamphlet.  The  readers  will 
find  much  valuable  information  in  this  annual. 


2  4 


The  Tear  Book, 


Church  Extension. 

The  General  Conference  of  1882  organized  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
frontier,  small,  and  needy  communities  desiring  the 
gospel  from  our  Church  to  build  houses  of  worship. 
The  office  of  the  Board  was  located  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  continues  there.  It  is  incorporated  under  a  special 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky.  The  revenues  of 
the  Board  are  "  derived  from  annual  collections  in  ev- 
ery congregation,  from  special  collections  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  and  by  the  Woman's  Parsonage 
and  Home  Mission  Society  and  by  the  bishops,  and 
from  gifts,  devises,  and  bequests."  Each  Annual 
Conference  has  an  Auxiliary  Church  Extension  Board 
which  is  entitled  to  retain  control,  and  apply  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Conference  fifty  per  cent  of  all 
funds  coming  into  its  hands,  the  other  fifty  per  cent 
passing  to  the  Parent  Board  for  administration. 

City  Boards  of  Church  Extension  may  be  organized 
in  cities  having  three  or  more  pastoral  charges  for  co- 
operation in  local  Church  Extension  work.  Their 
funds  are  to  be  raised  by  special  collections,  and  no  part 
of  their  work  is  to  conflict  with  the  collections  and  oper- 
ations of  the  General  and  Conference  Boards  of  Church 
Extension.  The  growth  in  favor  with  the  Church  of 
the  purposes  of  these  Boards  is  shown  by  the  increase 
in  collection  from  $32,833.98  the  first  year  of  their  ex- 
istence to  nearly  double  that  amount  in  recent  years. 

The  total  collections  from  the  institution  of  the 
Boards  to  December  1,  1895,  amount  to  $647,105.46. 
Besides  the  Annual  Conference  contributions  and  spe- 
cial donations  for  the  general  work,  there  has  been 
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given  and  bequeathed  to  the  Parent  Board  for  the  per- 
manent loan  fund  $101,222.99,  legacies  to  the  amount 
of  $30,000,  yet  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Board,  not 
included.  These  funds  are  loaned  to  the  churches  on 
long  time  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  have  earned  over 
$25,000,  which  has  been  added  to  the  permanent  loan 
capital. 

These  funds  have  been  used  to  aid  in  the  building  of 
churches  in  all  parts  of  our  territory.  The  donations 
by  the  General  and  Conference  Boards  (not  including 
those  from  the  latter  during  the  current  year  not  yet 
reported)  from  the  beginning  to  December  1,  1895, 
amount  to  $548,128,  while  the  loans  returned  or  to  be 
returned  to  the  Board  aggregate  $214,550.  The 
churches  helped  number  3,009. 

The  officers  and  Managers  of  the  Parent  Board  are  : 
Presley  Meguiar,  President,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  R.  B. 
Gilbert,  M.D.,  Vice  President,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Rev. 
David  Morton,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Louis- 
ville, Ky. ;  John  Ouerbacker,  Treasurer,  Louisville, 
Ky. ;  Fidelity  Trust  and  Safety  Vault  Company,  De- 
positary, Louisville,  Ky.  All  the  bishops  and  the  sen- 
ior Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  Rev.  H.  C. 
Morrison,  D.D.,  are  Managers,  ex  officio.  Rev.  W. 
T.  Harris,  D.D.,  Jackson,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  F.  B.  Carroll, 
D.D.,  Van  Alstyne,  Tex. ;  Rev.  C.  L  Vandeventer,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. ;  John  L.  Wheat,  Esq.,  Louisville,  Ky. ; 
Rev.  H.  M.  Neely,  D.D.,  Denver,  Col.;  Rev. 
Beverly  W.  Bond,  D.D.,  Front  Royal,  Va. ;  Rev. 
S.  M.  Hosmer,  D.D.,  Birmingham,  Ala. ;  John  W. 
Paulett,  Esq.,  Knoxville,  Tenn. ;  George  M.  Rog- 
ers, Esq.,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Rev.  John  W.  Lewis,  D.D., 
Louisville,  Ky. ;  T.  L.  Jefferson,  Esq.,  Louisville,  Ky. ; 
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Rev.  W.  F.  Cook,  D.D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Presley  H. 
Tapp,  Esq.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Official  organ,  the  Church  Extension  Bidletin, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Printed  blanks  for  application  to  the  General  Board 
for  aid  will  be  furnished  upon  request  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  at  the  address  given  below.  Blanks 
for. applications  to  the  Conference  Boards  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Boards  respectively. 
The  General  Board  can  be  addressed  through  its  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Rev.  David  Morton,  D.D.,  705 
West  Chestnut  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society. 

To  find  a  home  for  the  preacher  is  often  more  diffi- 
cult than  to  find  him  a  place  to  preach.  Our  Board  of 
Church  Extension  very  early  in  its  operations  felt  the 
need  of  parsonages.  At  the  next  General  Conference 
after  its  organization,  1886,  it  asked  and  obtained  au- 
thority to  organize  a  "  Woman's  Department  of  Church 
Extension,"  with  Annual  and  District  Conference  ad- 
juncts and  local  auxiliaries  in  the  pastoral  charges  ;  "  to 
collect  funds  .  .  .  for  purchasing  or  securing  par- 
sonages." 

At  the  end  of  four  years  this  department  showed 
collections  and  receipts  for  its  object  to  the  amount  of 
$33,903.57.  By  this  time  the  need  of  increased  activi- 
ty for  the  salvation  of  the  poor  of  our  cities,  and  for  a 
more  regular  ministration  of  the  gospel  to  our  moun- 
tain population,  was  weighing  on  the  conscience  of  the 
Church.  To  meet  these  needs  the  General  Conference 
of  1890  enlarged  the  scope  of  the  Woman's  Depart- 
ment  of  Church  Extension,  changed  its  name  to  the 
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"  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society," 
and  for  the  mission  work,  apart  from  parsonage  build- 
ing, endowed  it  with  powers  of  independent  adminis- 
tration ;  an  endowment  wisely  used,  the  work  of  the  So- 
ciety having  been  carried  on  wherever  practicable  in 
conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  and 
the  Board  of  Missions. 

This  Society  from  1886  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
March  31,  1895,  collected  and  received  $115,070.22. 
Out  of  this  aid  has  been  given  to  784  parsonages,  and 
the  Society  now  has  under  its  care  two  day  schools,  six 
industrial  schools,  and  eight  city  missionaries.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  of  these  schools  are  the  two  in 
Florida  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  Cuban  im- 
migrants and  refugees  in  that  State.  The  city  mission 
work  of  the  Society  has  had  encouraging  results,  both 
directly  and  in  the  zeal  provoked  in  local  churches  of 
all  sects  for  the  recovery  of  the  lost  about  them. 

In  addition  to  the  moneys  collected  and  work  per- 
formed as  above  indicated,  commodities  to  the  value  of 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  collected  and  distributed 
by  this  Society  for  the  relief  of  distress  and  for  the 
support  of  mission  pastors  in  the  mountains  and  in  the 
far  West. 

The  membership  of  this  Society  is  now  above  12,- 
000.  Its  general  work  is  conducted  by  a  Central  Com- 
mittee of  twelve  women,  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension.  This  Central  Committee  for  the 
current  quadrennium  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

Officers. — Mrs.  E.  E.  Wiley,  Emory,  Va.,  President ; 
Mrs.  R.  K.Hargrove,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  General  Sec- 
retary ;  Mrs.  George  P.  Kendrick,  820  Fifth  Street, 
Louisville,  K3-.,  General  Treasurer. 
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Managers. — Mrs.  Marcus  Wolff,  Miss  Lucinda  B. 
Helm,  Miss  Emily  Allen,  Mrs.  Ellen  Burdette,  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Carter,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Key,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Tigert,  Miss 
Belle  Bennett,  Miss  Rebecca  Robertson. 

This  committee  holds  its  annual  meeting,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  The  office  of  the  General  Secretary  is  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

The  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society 
is  chartered  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  is  empow- 
ered to  receive  and  hold  in  trust  gifts,  devises,  and  be- 
quests made  in  behalf  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  exists. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  bequest  or  devise  to 
the  Society  : 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  a  corporation  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  trust  for  the 
Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society,  to  be  held, 
paid,  or  applied  as  the  Central  Committee  of  said  Society  shall 

direct   [here  name   the  sum  of  money 

or  describe  the  effects  to  be  given],  and  the  receipt  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  a  complete  discharge  of 
my  executor  for  the  same. 

Application  to  the  Society  for  aid  to  parsonages  must 
be  made  according  to  forms  that  will  be  furnished  by 
the  General  Secretary  at  Nashville. 

Forms  for  the  organization  of  auxiliary  societies  and 
leaflets  and  tracts  to  promote  an  interest  in  them  are 
sent  out  gratis  from  the  same  office. 

The  Society  issues  from  our  Publishing  House  a 
monthly  periodical  under  the  title  of  Our  Homes,  the 
price  of  which  is  fifty  cents  a  year.  Miss  Lucinda  B. 
Helm  is  the  Editor  and  Agent  of  this  publication.  Her 
address  is  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School. 

This  institution  is  located  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and 
is  under  the  care  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  M  E.  Church,  South.  Its  buildings 
are  elegant  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  erected,  thoroughly  equipped,  and 
complete  in  every  appointment,  with  a  Board  of  Man- 
agers, a  well-organized  medical  fraternity,  and  an  effi- 
cient corps  of  instructors— all  under  the  judicious  super- 
vision of  Miss  Maria  Layng  Gibson,  Principal  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  institution.  The  object  of  this  school  is 
to  train  missionaries  for  home  and  foreign  work,  Sun- 
day school  teachers,  nurses,  etc.  It  is  opened  to  stu- 
dents of  all  denominations,  and  offers  them  the  twofold 
advantage  of  the  refining  influences  of  a  happy  Chris- 
tion  home  and  thorough  systematic  training  for  Chris- 
tian work.  The  need  for  an  increased  number  of 
trained  laborers  in  all  the  fields  of  Christian  benefi- 
cence is  apparent  to  any  intelligent  observer.  In 
every  other  department  of  human  effort,  where  any 
degree  of  intelligence  is  required,  some  special  train- 
ing is  supposed  to  be  necessary ;  certainly  where 
instruction  and  counsel  are  expected,  and  where  pro- 
fessional knowledge  is  demanded,  special  training  is 
essential.  This  training  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Train- 
ing School  is  prepared  to  give,  and  at  moderate  cost. 
It  gives 

1.  A  practical  knowledge  of  the  Bible  by  careful 
study  of  each  book,  its  language,  literature,  and  subject- 
matter,  with  regular  drill  in  methods  of  teaching  it,  also 
instruction  in  Christian  evidences,  Old  Testament  histo- 
ry, and  kindred  subjects. 

2.  The  study  of  Church  history,  history  of  Missions, 
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with  some  account  of  the  condition  and  needs  of  the 
several  fields,  and  the  necessary  qualifications  of  mis- 
sionaries. 

3.  To  advance  the  great  interests  of  Sunday  school 
work  by  training  teachers  for  regular  class  work,  and 
such  normal  work  as  will  fit  them  to  lead  teachers' 
meetings  in  the  home  churches. 

4.  To  afford  an  opportunity  of  lectures  on  elementary 
medicine  and  nursing. 

5.  To  give  practical  training  in  all  branches  of  city 
mission  work — viz.,  Bible  reading,  industrial  schools, 
mothers'  meetings,  house  to  house  visiting,  prison  re- 
form, and  the  reformation  of  fallen  women. 

6.  To  aid  churches  and  pastors  to  solve  the  problem 
confronting  them  in  all  our  great  cities  :  how  to  reach 
and  help  the  neglected  classes. 

7.  To  test  the  fitness  of  candidates  for  home  and  for- 
eign mission  work  ;  their  physical  strength,  mental  ca- 
pacity, and  religious  character. 

There  is  no  charge  for  tuition.  The  terms  are  so 
moderate  that  $150  will  cover  all  expenses  for  board, 
and  $10  for  books. 

Nine  students  of  this  school  are  already  in  the  field  : 
three  in  China,  one  in  Siam,  one  in  Brazil,  and  one  in 
Japan,  all  doing  good  work. 

This  institution  was  founded  by  the  liberality  of 
Rev.  Nathan  Scarritt,  of  Kansas  City,  whose  honored 
name  it  bears. 

All  communications  should  be  addresssed  to  Miss 
Maria  L.  Gibson,  Principal  and  Secretary,  Scarritt  Bi- 
ble and  Training  School,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Sunday  School  Department. 

The  General  Conference  of  our  Church  has  recog- 
nized from  the  beginning  of  its  history  the  Sunday 
school  as  one  of  the  most  important  departments  of 
Christian  work,  and  has  accordingly  provided  for  its 
organization  and  control.  The  preachers  in  charge  of 
circuits  and  stations  are  required  to  form  Sunday 
schools  "  in  all  our  congregations  where  ten  persons 
can  be  collected  for  that  purpose."  "  The  Quarterly 
Conference  of  each  circuit  and  station  is  a  Board  of 
Managers,  having  the  supervision  of  all  the  Sunday 
schools  within  its  bounds."  Each  Annual  Conference 
is  required  to  "  establish  a  Sunday  School  Board, 
which  shall  give  special  attention  to  all  Sunday  school 
interests  within  its  bounds."  The  General  Conference 
elects  quadrennially  a  "  Parent  Sunday  School  Board," 
which  has  general  supervision  of  all  the  Sunday  school 
interests  of  the  Church.  This  Board  consists  at  pres- 
ent of  the  following  members :  B.  M.  Washburn, 
of  the  Alabama  Conference  ;  Robert  Magruder,  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference  ;  J.  R.  Pepper,  of  the  Memphis 
Conference  ;  J.  O.  Willson,  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference ;  and  J.  H.  Kirkland,  of  the  Tennessee  Confer- 
ence. The  Sunday  School  Editor  is  ex  officio  Chairman 
of  the  Board. 

Sunday  School  Literature. — The  General  Confer- 
ence also  provides  a  wholesome  denominational  litera- 
ture for  its  Sunday  schools,  adapted  to  the  use  of  teach- 
ers and  the  several  grades  of  scholars. 

1.  The  Sunday  School  Magazine  was  issued  first 
in  1870  under  the  editorial  management  of  Rev.  A.  G. 
Hay  good  (now  bishop),  the  Sunday  School  Secretary 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.    It  was  a  thirty-two  page 
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monthly.  It  has  been  enlarged  to  sixty-four  pages.  It 
contains  the  current  International  Lessons,  "  Normal 
Department,"  "  Doctrinal  Teaching,"  "  Orientalisms," 
"  Lesson  Illustrated,"  "  Primary  Class  Teaching," 
"  Teacher's  Question  Drawer,"  with  "  Editorial," 
"  Miscellany,"  etc. 

2.  The  Senior  Quarterly,  for  Bible  classes  and  ad- 
vanced scholars,  has  thirty-two  pages  8vo,  and  contains 
the  International  Lessons,  with  brief  expository  notes, 
questions,  catechism  lessons,  etc. 

3.  The  Intermediate  Quarterly,  thirty-two  pages, 
8vo,  has  the  International  Lessons,  with  expository 
notes  and  other  helps  adapted  to  the  intermediate  and 
younger  classes. 

4.  Illustrated  Lesson  Paper  for  the  primary  classes, 
with  questions,  illustrations,  etc. 

5.  Our  Little  People,  four  pages,  with  illustrations 
and  lesson  story,  intended  for  the  infant  class  teacher. 

6.  The  Sunday  School  Visitor,  a  beautiful  Sunday 
school  paper,  is  published  in  three  forms — weekly, 
monthly,  and  semimonthly,  tastefully  illustrated,  and 
filled  with  matter  adapted  to  children  and  young  peo- 
ple. It  is  the  oldest  publication  of  the  Sunday  school 
series,  being  now  in  its  forty-fourth  year.  Its  publica- 
tion was  begun  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1851,  under  the 
editorship  of  Dr.  T.  O.  Summers. 

The  circulation  of  the  Sunday  school  literature  is 
very  large,  sufficient  to  supply  all  our  Sunday  schools. 

In  addition  to  the  above  periodical  literature,  the  de- 
partment has  a  series  of  graded  Sunday  school  libra- 
ries, besides  a  large  miscellaneous  assortment  of  books 
suitable  for  families,  schools,  and  churches.  These 
books  have  been  selected  with  great  care  by  compe- 
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tent  persons,  and  the  number  is  being  constantly  in- 
creased. 

CHILDREN'S  DAY. 

This  popular  institution  of  the  Church  is  properly 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  Sunday  School  Depart- 
ment. The  law  establishing  it  as  an  annual  festival 
reads  as  follows :  "  The  third  Sunday  in  May  or  as 
near  thereto  as  practicable,  shall  be  observed  as  Chil- 
dren's Day  throughout  our  Church  with  appropriate 
services,  and  on  that  day  collections  shall  be  taken  up 
for  the  aid  of  needy  Sunday  schools  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Sunday  school  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  Annual  Conference  Sunday  School  Committee." 
Ten  per  cent  of  the  money  raised  on  Children's  Day 
is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  General  Sunday  School  Board 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Board  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable. 

Statistics. — According  to  the  General  Minutes  of 
1894  there  are  :  Sunday  schools,  13,873  ;  Sunday  school 
teachers,  99,338;  Sunday  school  scholars,  811,579. 

The  collection  on  Children's  Day  in  1894  amounted 
to  $8,088.50.  Ten  per  cent,  of  these  collections,  or 
$808.85,  came  to  the  General  Board.  The  Board  has 
an  invested  fund  from  the  Centennial  year  collections 
( 1884)  of  $10,000,  the  interest  on  which  is  annually  col- 
lected. 

The  Sunday  School  Department  is  at  present  under 
the  editorial  management  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Kirkland,  D.D., 
Sunday  School  Editor  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

Epworth  League. 

The  organization  of  Epworth  Leagues  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  first  authorized  by 
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the  General  Conference  which  met  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
in  May,  1890.  The  first  League  was  organized  at 
First  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  December  of  the 
same  year.  Since  then  the  growth  has  been  very  rapid, 
and  it  stands  to-day  as  one  of  the  remarkable  facts  in 
the  history  of  our  Church.  The  General  Conference 
of  1890  placed  the  general  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  work  in  the  hands  of  the  Sunday  School  Committee. 
At  the  session  of  the  Conference  in  1894  the  work  of 
supervision  was  put  into  a  more  direct  form.  The  Ep- 
worth  League  Board  of  Control  was  appointed,  a  Gen- 
eral Secretary  elected,  and  a  weekly  paper  (the  Ep- 
worth  Era),  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Epworth 
Leagues,  was  ordered  published.  The  central  office 
was  located  at  Nashville,  where  the  records  are  kept 
and  the  interest  of  the  general  work  looked  after. 

Before  1894  the  Leagues  were  not  chartered.  Since 
September  of  that  year  2,300  Leagues  have  been  char- 
tered, with  an  aggregate  membership  of  103,500.  The 
membership  of  Junior  Leagues  as  reported  and  char- 
tered is  5,250. 

The  League  throughout  the  Church  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. It  is  becoming  better  understood,  and  better 
sustained.  There  are  few  Districts  without  at  least  one 
organization.  Our  foreign  missionaries  are  recognizing 
the  need  of  the  work,  and  there  are  now  from  one  to 
five  well-organized  Leagues  in  all  our  mission  fields  ex- 
cept Brazil.  A  marked  feature  of  League  work  in  the 
past  year  has  been  the  growing  interest  in  the  cause  of 
Missions.  The  State  organizations  of  Texas  and  Ala- 
bama have  already  sent  out  missionaries,  pledging  their 
support,  while  other  States  have  the  same  matter  un- 
der consideration.    The   Tennessee  Conference  Ep- 
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worth  League  Conference  at  its  last  annual  meeting, 
in  April,  1S95,  pledged  an  amount  sufficient  for  building 
a  missionary  boat  to  be  used  in  the  mission  work  in 
China.  A  number  of  individual  Leagues  are  assisting 
in  the  support  of  missionaries  in  the  field,  educating 
native  converts,  and  contributing  to  other  lines  of  work. 

The  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  League,  and 
other  helpful  literature,  have  been  translated  into  the 
languages  and  dialects  of  the  various  mission  fields. 

The  sale  of  the  books  of  the  Reading  Course  has  been 
unsatisfactory  for  the  past  two  years,  but  there  is 
promise  of  great  improvement  in  this  department  for 
the  coming  year.  The  adoption  of  the  general  Topics 
for  the  devotional  meeting  has  become  almost  universal. 
They  are  used  in  common  by  the  M.  E.  Church,  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  and  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South. 

The  Epworth  Era  is  filling  an  important  place  in 
the  work  of  the  League,  and  its  circulation  is  on  a 
steady  increase. 

Board  of  Control. — The  last  General  Conference 
appointed  a  Board  of  Control,  into  whose  hands  the 
management  and  general  supervision  of  the  Leagues 
was  placed. 

The  time  for  their  regular  meeting  is  in  May  of 
each  year  at  Nashville  The  following  are  the  mem- 
bers :  Bishop  R.  K.  Hargrove,  President,  Nashville, 
Tenn. ;  Rev.  J.  E.  Harrison,  First  Vice  President,  San 
Antonio,  Tex. ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Newman,  Second  Vice 
President,  Talledega,  Ala. ;  Prof.  W.  R.  Webb,  Third 
Vice  President,  Bellbuckle,  Tenn. ;  J.  U.  Rust,  Treas- 
urer, Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  S.  A.  Steel,  General  Sec- 
retary, Nashville,  Tenn. ;  John  B.  Rader,  Fresno,  Cal. ; 
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A.  E.  Whitaker,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J.  F.  Browinski, 
Carrollton,  Ky. ;  W.  B.  Thomas,  New  Orleans,  La. ; 
J.  D.  Crooks,  Waverly,  111. ;  J.  A.  Clifton,  Charleston, 
S.  C. ;  J.  E.  Wray,  Macon,  Ga. ;  W.  W.  Pinson,  San 
Antonio,  Tex. 

Executive  Committee. — Bishop  R.  K.  Hargrove, 
Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  J.  E.  Harrison,  San  Antonio, 
Tex. ;  Prof.  W.  R.  Webb,  Bellbuckle,  Tenn. ;  J.  U. 
Rust,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rev.  S.  A.  Steel,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Office  Assistant. — W.  S.  Parks,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Board  of  Education. 

Our  Board  of  Education  was  organized  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  1894.  There  are  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  schools  and  colleges  owned  by  and  under 
the  care  of  our  Church.  To  bring  these  schools  into 
communication  with  each  other,  to  harmonize  their 
courses  of  instruction,  and  to  devise  means  through 
Annual  Conference  and  local  organizations  for  their 
better  support  were  the  chief  ends  for  which  this  Board 
was  created.  Its  work  so  far  has  been  preparatory 
and  introductory,  but  this  initial  work  has  already  told 
for  good  upon  our  schools,  and  is  giving  tokens  of  the 
future  value  of  its  labors  to  our  educational  institutions. 

Members  of  the  Board. — R.J.  Bigham,  D.D. ;  Bishop 
C.  B.  Galloway,  D.D. ;  Bishop  E.  R.  Hendrix,  D.D. ; 
W.  A.  Candler,  D.D. ;  J.  D.  Hammond,  D.D. ;  J.  H. 
McLean,  D.D. ;  J.  H.  Kirkland,  LL.D. ;  R.  E. 
Crockett,  A.B. ;  J.  H.  Carlisle,  LL.D. ;  W.  B.  Hill, 
Esq. ;  A.  Coke  Smith,  D.D. ;  B.  N.  Duke,  Esq. ;  E. 
W.  Cole,  Esq. ;  T.  H.  B.  Anderson,  D.D. ;  J.  S.  Ken- 
nedy, D.D. 
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Officers. — Bishop  C.  B.  Galloway,  D.D.,  President, 
Jackson,  Miss. ;  Bishop  E.  R.  Hendrix,  D.D.,  Vice 
President,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Chancellor  J.  H.  Kirk- 
land,  Ph.D.,  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. ;  Rev.  R.  J.  Bigham,  D.D.,  Secretary, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  American  Bible  Society. 

The  American  Bible  Society  became  the  authorized 
agency  for  the  Bible  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  by  action  of  the  General  Conference  in  1840,  and 
this  action  was  adopted  by  our  first  General  Conference 
in  1846.  Both  branches  of  Episcopal  Methodism  have 
for  more  than  half  a  century  contributed  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Society,  and  have  in  turn  been  aided  by  its  bene- 
factions. Our  obligations  to  this  Society  have  always 
been  recognized,  and  never  more  distinctly  than  by  our 
last  General  Conference,  which  declared  it  to  be  "the 
indispensable  ally  of  our  missionaries  in  the  foreign 
field,"  and  made  it  the  duty  of  all  our  pastors  to  present 
once  a  year  to  each  congregation  in  their  charges  the 
claims  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  to  report  the 
contributions  raised  by  them  for  that  purpose.  This 
action  has  already  increased  the  contributions  of  our 
Church  to  this  Society,  and  still  larger  contributions 
are  confidently  anticipated.  Besides  its  endeavors, 
through  its  own  colporteurs,  to  put  a  copy  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  every  human  habitation  in  our  own  coun- 
try, the  American  Bible  Society  has  printed  these 
Scriptures  in  near  a  hundred  different  languages  and 
dialects  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  world.  Its  work 
is  constantly  expanding,  and  it  both  needs  and  deserves 
the  most  generous  support  of  all  the  Churches. 
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Our  Publishing  House. 

The  Publishing  House  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  was  established  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by 
the  General  Conference  of  1854.  The  funds  in  hand 
and  in  prospect  for  its  foundation  at  the  time  its  seat  was 
chosen  aggregated  $386,152.  E.  Stevenson,  of  the 
Louisville  Conference,  and  F.  A.  Owen,  of  the  Mem- 
phis Conference,  were  the  first  Agents  of  the  House. 
At  the  General  Conference  of  1858  Dr.  J.  B.  McFerrin, 
of  the  Tennessee  Conference,  was  elected  Agent  of  the 
House,  and  Dr.  Richard  Abbey,  of  the  Mississippi 
Conference,  Financial  Secretary.  The  Civil  War  in- 
tervened between  these  appointments  and  the  next  Gen- 
eral Conference,  which  was  held  in  New  Orleans  in 
1866.  After  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  in  1862,  the 
House  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Federal  authori- 
ties, and  held  and  used  for  military  purposes  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  "  Much  of  the  stock  and  material  of 
the  House  were  used  up  and  the  machinery  greatly  in- 
jured." It  was  a  matter  of  debate  whether  or  not,  in 
the  wasted  condition  of  the  country,  it  would  be  wise 
to  resume  the  operations  of  the  House.  It  was  decided 
to  resume.  Dr.  Albert  H.  Redford,  of  the  Louisville 
Conference,  was  elected  to  the  Agency,  and  was  con- 
tinued in  the  office  till  1878.  He  labored  from  first  to 
last  under  great  difficulties.  He  began  without  work- 
ing capital.  Heavy  debts  had  to  be  carried  from  the 
start.  In  1872  the  buildings  were  burned.  Energetic 
and  hopeful  by  natural  disposition,  the  Agent  hesitated 
not  to  rebuild  on  a  larger  scale.  The  money  panic  of 
1873  came  on,  and  the  General  Conference  of  1878  had 
not  seen  the  end  of  it.  The  accumulation  of  its  liabil- 
ities and  the  depreciation  of  assets  due  to  the  commer- 
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cial  condition  of  the  country  put  the  Conference  in 
alarm  for  the  House.  It  was  resolved  to  make  an  ex- 
traordinary effort  to  save  it.  Dr.  John  B.  McFerrin 
was  again  called  to  the  Agency,  and  $300,000  of 
four  per  cent  bonds,  payable  in  1900— 1920,  were 
issued  for  the  relief  of  the  House.  The  Church 
took  the  bonds  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  The 
House  was  relieved.  The  Government  resumed  specie 
payment  in  1878.  Business  everywhere  revived.  The 
House  rjrospered.  Dr.  McFerrin  was  continued  in  the 
Agency  till  his  death,  April  3,  1887.  At  that  date,  by 
the  report  made  but  two  days  before,  the  indebtedness 
of  the  House  was  $68,400,  showing  how  large  a  part 
of  the  bonds  of  1878  had  been  canceled. 

The  Book  Committee  elected  Dr.  J.  D.  Barbee,  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference,  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  Dr.  McFerrin  as  Book  Agent.  The  General 
Conference  of  1890  reelected  Dr.  Barbee  Agent  and 
Mr.  D.  M.  Smith  Assistant  Agent,  and  the  Conference 
of  1894  continued  them  in  their  respective  offices.  By 
the  assistance  of  the  pastors  and  the  loyal  support  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  these  Agents,  supported 
and  aided  by  the  wise  counsels  of  an  intelligent  and  ex- 
perienced Book  Committee,  have  been  able  to  clear  the 
House  of  all  debt,  improve  its  property,  greatly  increase 
its  facilities  for  work,  and  disburse  many  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  Annual  Conferences  to  aid  in  the  support 
of  their  "  superannuated  and  worn-out  preachers,  their 
wives,  widows,  and  children."  The  condition  of  the 
House  was  reported  to  the  Annual  Conferences  of 
1895  as  follows  : 

Total  business  from  all  departments  $355,oi3  08 

Gain  in  assets  for  the  year   44)877  14 

Cash  and  sinking  fund  March  31,  1895   56,320  16 
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Assets. 

Total  assets  March  31,  1S95   $700,272  54 

Liabilities. 

Outstanding  bonds   $9,000  00 

Overpayments  on  the  part  of  customers.  2,027  95 
Am't  on  deposit  by  Sunday  School  B'ds.      1,631  56 

Total  liabilities     12,659  51 

Capital  as  per  ledger   $687,613  03 

The  Book  Committee,  under  whose  oversight  the 
Book  Agents  administer  their  trust,  had  large  powers 
conferred  on  it  by  the  General  Conference  of  1878.  It 
consists  of  six  clerical  and  seven  lay  members,  and 
is  elected  by  the  General  Conference.  It  prescribes 
rules  and  regulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  acts  of 
the  General  Conference  for  the  government  of  the 
Agents  in  the  conduct  of  the  House,  takes  monthly  ac- 
count of  its  ongoings,  and  makes  annual  settlement 
with  the  Agents.  It  can  suspend  an  Agent  at  any 
time  for  mismanagement  or  misconduct  in  office,  and 
appoint  some  one  else  to  his  place  ;  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  concurrence  of  "  one  or  more  of  the  bishops  " 
has  power  to  debar  from  his  place  till  investigation  and 
trial  be  had  any  connectional  editor  against  whom 
charges  of  "  misconduct  or  inefficiency  in  his  office " 
may  be  brought. 

The  following  were  elected  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  1894  the  Book  Committee  for  the  current  quad- 
rennium  :  W.  H.  Morgan,  J.  D.  Hamilton,  R.  A. 
Young,  T.  D.  Fite,  Collins  Denny,  J.  M.  Binkley, 
Paul  Whitehead,  R.  W.  Millsaps,  J.  A.  Odell,  J.  M. 
Mason,  W.  P.  Lovejoy,  Richard  M.  Scruggs,  W.  C. 
Kendrick.  Mr.  Scruggs  having  resigned  from  this 
Committee,  his  place  was  filled  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
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ing  by  the  election  of  Mr.  S.  M.  Kennard,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

Officers. — W.  H.  Morgan,  Chairman  ;  J.  D.  Hamil- 
ton, Secretary. 

The  editors  in  charge  of  the  periodical  publications  of 
the  House  are  :  Book  Editor  and  Editor  of  the  Meth- 
odist Review,  Jno.  J.  Tigert,  D.D.,  LL.D. ;  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  E.  E.  Hoss,  D.D.,  Editor;  J.  W.  Bos- 
well,  D.D.,  Assistant  Editor ;  Sunday  School  Maga- 
zine, Quarterlies,  Illustrated  Lesson  Paper,  L  ittle  Peo- 
ple, and  Visitor,  W.  D.  Kirkland,  D.D.,  Editor. 

The  House  does  a  general  book  business,  keeps  in 
stock  standard  and  current  literature,  and  solicits  or- 
ders for  any  book  in  print  and  on  the  market  proper 
for  it  to  handle. 

Other  Churches. 

Below  we  give  some  of  the  statistics  of  other  lead- 
ing evangelical  Churches  in  the  United  States  : 


Denomination. 


Baptist  (South)  

Baptist  (North)  

Congregationalist  

Lutheran  

Methodist  Episcopal  

Presbyterian  (South)  

Presbyterian  (North)  

Presbyterian,  Cumberland 
Protestant  Episcopal  


Ministers.     Churches.  Communicants 


14,086 
7,817 
5,400 
5,685 

16,079 

i,337 
6,498 
1,704 
4,487 


17,567 
8,732 
5,5oo 
9,493 

24,605 
2,776 
7,218 
2,884 
5,885 


1,417,816 
901,643 
600,000 

i,39o,775 
2,629,985 

203,999 
902,757 

193,393 
616,843 


The    "  Colored    Methodist    Episcopal    Church  in 
America,"  with  which  we  are  associated  in  the  support 
of  Paine  and  Lane  Institutes,  has  1,297  preachers,  4, 
004  churches,  and  170,718  members. 

The  other  two  leading  African  Methodist  Churches 
have  a  total  of  1,003,917  members  and  6,838  preachers. 
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The  Colored  Baptist  Church  has  1,317,962  members 
and  5,188  preachers. 

For  these  figures  we  are  indebted  to  the  tables  of  Dr. 
H.  K.  Carroll,  of  the  New  York  Independent. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Canada  has  2,064  travel- 
ing preachers  and  267,740  members.  Its  missionary 
society  has  a  membership  of  47,127,  and  employs  501 
missionaries,  82  assistants,  49  teachers,  and  18  inter- 
preters. The  society's  income  for  1893-94  was  $234,- 
153.62.  This  Church  has  its  publishing  house  and 
general  offices  at  Toronto.* 

*The  figures  in  this  paragraph  are  from  the  Year  Book  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Connectional  Publications. 


Christian  Advocate. 

E.  E.  HOSS,  D.D.,  Editor.     JOHN  W.  BOSWELL,  D.D.,  Assistant  Editor. 
PUBLISHED  EVER Y  THURSDA  Y.    1 6  PAGES. 

Subscription  Price,  $2  a  Year.    To  Ministers,  $1  a  Year. 


The  Methodist  Review. 

JNO.  J.  TIGERT.  D.D.,  LL.D.,  EDITOR. 

Bimonthly,  160  Pages.    Subscription,  $2  a  Year  to  All. 


•mill-  The  Epworth  Era. 

S.  A.  STEEL,  D.D.,  EDITOR. 

An  Illustrated  Eight-page  Weekly,  Published  in  the  In 
terests  of  our  Epworth  Leagues.  ^____y 

.  .  .  SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  $1  A  YEAR.  .  .  . 
...    IN  CLUBS  OF  TEN,  75  CENTS  A  YEAR.    .    .  . 


Subscription  orders  for  these  periodicals,  inquiries  about  ad- 
vertising rates,  etc.,  should  be  addressed  to 

BARBEE  &  SMITH,  Agents, 

NASHVILLE,  TENN. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PERIODICALS. 


W.  D.  KIRKLAND,  D.D.,  EDITOR. 


The  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MAGAZINE.  This  Magazine 
contains  Expository  Notes,  Application  of  the  Lessons, 
and  Helps  for  Sunday  School  Teachers.  The  editor 
has  employed  a  corps  of  able  assistants  to  aid  him  in 
the  preparation  of  this  valuable  monthly.  Subscrip- 
tion price,  50  cents  a  year. 

The  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  VISITOR,  for  Sabbath  school, 
home,  and  general  reading.  Handsomely  illustrated. 
Weekly:  Ten  or  more,  to  one  address,  per  annum, 
each  40c;  single  subscription,  60c.  Semimonthly: 
Ten  or  more,  per  annum,  each,  20c. ;  single  subscrip- 
tion, 30c.  Monthly:  Ten  or  more,  per  annum,  each 
10c;  single  subscription,  1 5c. 

The  SENIOR  QUARTERLY,  for  Bible  Classes  and  Ad- 
vanced Scholars.  Lessons  for  every  Sunday.  Five 
or  more,  to  one  address,  per  annum,  each  15c;  five 
or  more  per  quarter,  each  4c. ;  single  subscription,  per 
annum,  25  c. 

The  INTERMEDIATE  QUARTERLY,  with  lesson  for 
every  Sunday.  Five  or  more,  to  one  address,  per  an- 
num, each  7^c;  five  or  more,  per  quarter,  each  2c. ; 
single  subscription,  per  annum,  1 5c. 

ILLUSTRATED  LESSON  PAPER,  with  lesson  for  every 
Sunday,  for  Intermediate  Classes.  Five  or  more,  to 
one  address,  per  annum,  each  10c;  single  subscrip- 
tion, per  annum,  20c. 

OUR  LITTLE  PEOPLE,  beautifully  illustrated.  Lesson 
for  every  Sunday.  Five  or  more,  to  one  address,  per 
annum,  each  6c. ;  single  subscription,  per  annum,  10c. 


Address  all  business  communications  to 

BARBEE  6c  SMITH,  Agents, 

Publishing  House  M.  E.  Church,  South, 

NASHVILLE,  TENN. 
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Our  Missionary  Publications. 


THE  METHODIST  REVIEW  OF  MISSIONS. 

Drs.  I.  G.  John,  W.  R.  Lambuth,  and  H.  C.  Morrison, 
editors.    64  pages,  published  monthly. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

One  dollar  a  year  to  Ministers  and  Laymen.  Agents 
securing  four  or  more  subscribers  are  allowed  twentj'- 
five  cents  for  each  subscription. 


THE  WORLD  FOR  CHRIST.      ©     ©  © 

An  illustrated,  four-page,  10x14  monthly  paper,  edited 
by  Drs.  Lambuth  and  John ;  the  Children's  Department 
by  Mrs.  Daisy  Lambuth  and  Miss  Kate  Harlan. 

Subscription,  Per  Year,  10  Cents. 

No  home  in  Southern  Methodism  should  be  without 
this  paper. 


ANNUAL  REPORT.        e        ©  © 

The  Annual  Reports  give  account  of  the  work  in  each 
of  our  mission  tields  and  the  operations  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  during  the  preceding  year,  furnishing  full 
information  respecting  the  money  collected  for  Foreign 
Missions  and  its  disbursement. 

If  each  one,  in  sending  for  an  Annual  Report  will  in- 
close five  cents  in  postage  stamps,  it  will  save  a  consid- 
erable expense  to  the  Board. 


LEAFLETS  AND  TRACTS      ®     ©  © 

For  gratuitous  distribution  are  issued  monthly.  They  contain 
statistical  information  which  is  valuable  to  the  preachers  in 
preparing  missionary  sermons  and  addresses,  furnishing  in  con- 
densed form  information  respecting  the  missionary  movement 
in  all  branches  of  the  Church.  Leaflets  and  concert  exercises, 
designed  for  the  Sunday  school,  will  be  supplied  to  all  who  de- 
sire to  enlist  the  children  of  the  Church  in  mission  work. 

No  charge  is  made  for  leaflets  and  tracts  but  postage  at  the 
rate  of  two  cents  in  stamps  for  each  fifty  leaflets. 

Address  all  communications  and  orders  to 

W.  R.  LAMBUTH,  Secretary, 

Mission  Rooms,  Publishing  House  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 

NASHVILLE,  TENN. 
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Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
Publications. 


THE  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  ADVOCATE. 

A  Sixty 'fouivpage  Monthly, 
JKIrs.  J*.  A.  Butler,  Editor. 


Subscription  Price,  50  cents  a  Year. 

Indispensable  to  all  members  of  auxiliary  societies  who  desire 
to  keep  in  sympathetic  communication  with  their  coworkers. 

Send  subscriptions  and  communications  to  the  editor,  at 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


THE  LITTLE  WORKER. 

An  Illustrated  Eight^page  Monthly  Paper. 

A/JSS  AXM/i  MARIA.  BARNES,  Editor; 
MISS  LENA  FREEMAN,  Agent, 


Subscription  Price,  2  5  cents  a  Year. 


The  editor's  address  is  Duluth,  Ga.  ;  the  agent's,  Publish- 
ing House  M.  E.  Church,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


ANNUAL  REPORT, 


This  Report  gives  full  and  explicit  statements  of  all  receipts, 
disbursements,  and  work  of  the  Society  for  the  year  preceding 
its  date.    Sent  free  on  application. 


LEAFLETS. 


A  monthly  series  of  Leaflets  containing  stories  of  labors, 
experiences,  and  observations  in  mission  life,  and  incentives  to 
mission  work,  is  issued  for  gratuitous  distribution.  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Wilson  (wife  of  Bishop  Wilson)  is  editor  of  these  Leaflets. 
They  are  sent  out  by  Miss  Freeman,  whose  address  is  as  above 
stated. 
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OUR   FHCILITIBS  FOR 

Bookbinding,  Fine  Printing,  Electrotyping,  Etc., 

HRE   OF=  THE  BEST,= 


BARBEE  &  SMITH,  Agents  and  Publishers, 

NASHVlXXe,  T6NN. 


